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The Indian Elections 


HE Indian elections contain a serious warning 

of danger ahead, but their greatest significance 
is that they show that a vast and largely illiterate 
population can make use of democratic institutions. 
It proved to be possible to get out the vote since 
ninety million people voted—half of those eligible. 
The party in power, judging from the results, did 
not use either corrupt or repressive measures to 
prevent a free election. This is no small moral 
achievement in any situation in which the two-party 
system is not yet well established. It indicates how 
important the heritage of British constitutionalism 
is in India. 

The Communist gains in this election do consti- 
tute a warning. The over-all Communist vote was 
small and in the vote for the national parliament 
the Congress Party won a great victory. But the 
Communists ran far fewer candidates than the 
Congress and for some of their candidates they 
ran up huge majorities. The Communists gained 
strong support in three states—Travancore-Cochin, 
Madras, and Hyderabad. In those states they have 
large minority representation in the legislatures and 
in all three of them the Congress Party lacks an 
absolute majority. If the Communists are able to 
establish themselves in a coalition government in 
one or more of those states, they could, perhaps, put 
on a demonstration of immediate Communist re- 
forms which might prove very alluring to the coun- 
try as a whole. The Communists know so well how 
to use a bridgehead of any kind. They would keep 
in the background for the present the totalitarian 
aspects of Communism. 

If, because of the existing threat of coalition gov- 
ernments dominated by Communists or because of 
later developments involving increased Communist 
strength in these provinces, the national government 
were to take strong repressive measures, there would 
be a danger of a dictatorship of the right. Such a 
development, in turn, would tend to stimulate strong 
revolutionary protests and it would tend to strengthen 
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the more conservative elements in the Congress 
Party. That might increase the appeal of Commu- 
nism to large sections of the population. The way of 
repression soon becomes a vicious circle unless those 
in power have very great wisdom. If events take 
that course, the chances of stopping the spread of 
Communism in India will be slight. In such a de- 
velopment the Red armies of Russia and China would 
never have to move. Their existence would be an 
important factor because people, seeing the real 
danger of Communism and aware of the power of 
Russia and China would hesitate to oppose Com- 
munism very strongly because the penalties for 
being on the losing side would be so great if Com- 
munism were to win. The appeal of the Communist 
idea is supported by Communist military power even 
though a shot may not have to be fired. 

This threat of possible developments in the future 
should be noted, but it would be well to reflect on 
some of the immediate things to be learned from 
the Communist showing in the elections. 

1. It is significant that one of the provinces in 
which Communism proved to be strongest is Tra- 
vancore-Cochin, the one province in which a very 
large percentage of the population are Christians. 
One third of the people are Christian, many of them 
belonging to the churches with a Syrian Orthodox 
background. It is probably no accident that this is 
the case. Christianity does develop a concern for 
social justice and, if the churches do not provide 
constructive channels for that concern, it is not 
strange that their people listen to the Communists. 
Only a few of them are Communist in their thought, 
but they are impressed by the Communist interpre- 
tation of their grievances and by Communist prom- 
ises of reform. A few years ago young Christians 
with strong religious convictions in South India saw 
no great difficulty in giving the Communist Party 
political support while they maintained their .Chris- 
tian faith on the religious level. How far this is the 
case now we do not know because many of those 





young Christians were disillusioned about Commu- 
nism as recently as a year ago. Unless churches 
help their young people to find a constructive alter- 
native to Communism, they can expect them under 
some conditions to turn to Communism. The Church 
in Italy should have learned this lesson by now. 

2. The most sobering aspect of this election result 
is that it shows how strong the Communist appeal 
still is in a free Asian country in spite of all that is 
now known about Communist totalitarianism. A 
year or so ago Communism was losing strength in 
India, but now it seems to be gaining again. The 
Communists have a great initial advantage in their 
long-standing opposition to Western imperialism and 
to ideas of white supremacy. They seem to have 
convinced innumerable people in Asia that Commu- 
nism is by definition free from imperialism, that 
imperialism is a by-product of Capitalism which has 
its location in the West and especially in America. 
Chinese Communism still has moral prestige in India. 
The fact that Communists gained so many seats in 
the legislature of Hyderabad is of special significance 
because that is one state where they are very well 
known, 

This warning from Communist success in these 
Indian provinces can have a good effect if it causes 
the Nehru government and the Congress govern- 
ments in the provinces to push hard for reform pro- 
grams, especially those involving land tenure, local 
famine conditions and the general health of the 
people. The Congress Party has been a catch-all for 
all who hoped to ride to power during the first years 
of independence. It has been characterized, as Robert 
Trumbull says in The New York Times by “enorm- 
ous complacency” because it won the long struggle 
for independence. The idea dies hard that independ- 
ence from British rule is a solution of India’s prob- 
lems rather than the beginning of even greater 
problems. Fortunately the Congress Party has great 
leadership at the top, for Pandit Nehru is the symbol 
of India’s best hope. 

American policy in regard to India should be de- 
signed to strengthen Nehru’s position. We could 
make no greater mistake than to judge Nehru chief- 
ly by the extent to which he follows the American 
line in international affairs. We know that he is 
deeply opposed to Communism. He may not agree 
with American policy in regard to China, Korea or 
Indo-China. He may, from our point of view, under- 
estimate the threat of Russian aggression. He shares 
some very common Asian views concerning these 
matters. Nehru’s function is not to be a satellite of 
America but to develop a constructive alternative 


to Communism for India. If he does that, any devia- 
tions from our foreign policy can well be overlooked. 
In fact, he is more likely to be able to lead India 
away from Communism if he makes it clear that he 
is not a representative of America. His ways of 
doing that may, from time to time, create explosions 
in our Congress, but it would be a great mistake for 
Congress to allow its feelings about them to interfere 
with a far-reaching program of aid to India. 


It is fortunate that we have in Chester Bowles an 
Ambassador in Delhi who has great understanding 
of the attitudes and the needs of the Indian people. 
The $250,000,000 a year which he recommends in 
order to help the Nehru government develop its 
program is a small sum beside our defense budget. 
To whittle that down out of economy or out of 
petulance concerning some question of Indian policy, 
or to postpone action as long as action on famine 
relief was postponed last year, would be sheer folly. 
Military expenditures may help to keep Communism 
out of western Europe because there is enough so- 
cial health there to resist Communist propaganda 
and infiltration, but no amount of military force can 
keep Communism from spreading to India if bold 
and imaginative steps are not taken to improve con- 
ditions in that country. It is to be hoped that Con- 
gress will realize this as it weighs the relative impor- 
tance of military expenditures and non-military 
forms of foreign aid. 


This is one point on which the influence of the 
churches on public opinion should be clear, for they 
have consistently emphasized the conviction that the 
military approach to the present world conflict is 


secondary to the effort to find constructive alterna- } 


tives to Communism. 
—JoHN C. BENNETT. 





Our readers will be glad to learn that Dr. 
Reinhold Niebuhr, who became seriously ill 
on February 19th with what have been diag- 


nosed as vascular spasms, is expected to re- 
cover full health. It will be necessary for 


him to take some months of rest. He great- 
ly appreciates the many messages of friend- 


ship that have come to him. 
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Tyranny Can Be Subtle 


BYRON E. ESHELMAN 


ice appears in the popular press in criticism 
é 


of the American presuppositions regarding our 
moral superiority, our freedom, our altruism. The 
effectiveness of this controlled press which dilutes 
the news and strains it through the screen of Ameri- 
can prejudice is as successful as any overt constrain- 
ing by armed might or blatant threat could make it. 
But this type of censorship and limitation is more 
vicious than the obvious curtailments, for it is 
thoroughly deceitful and hypocritical. It denies free- 
dom while proclaiming and contending that freedom 
is at hand. 

The pressure which constrains freedom in Ameri- 
ca is not the secret police or the occupying army of 
the enemy. It is a growing slave-like predisposition 
which disavows personal initiative and decision in 
favor of predigested and prefabricated opinions and 
services. This incapacity to think for oneself is con- 
ditioned over a period of time, but after it is once 
established a vicious circle of intensifying helpless- 
ness and dependence is set in motion. 


This ideational dependence probably gained 
strength in the experience of growing dependence 
upon centralized and effective big business which 
came into being during the industrial revolution. 
The emotional and mental qualities created by in- 
creasing reliance on the manufacture of automobiles, 
radios, refrigerators, television sets and countless 
other complicated devices can create this dependence 
upon experts. One resigns himself to calling the 
plumber for the hot water heater, the mechanic for 
the automobile and so on in a growing dispersion of 
self-reliance in favor of specialized-dependence. 
When this condition has gained momentum it tends 
to spread into all phases of life. Thus the active- 
participation programs in our culture have become 
less and less prevalent as we have settled down to be 
consumers of ready-made things and thoughts. 

Most of the news is funneled through three or 
four major press associations. Herein is the central- 
ized clearing-house which inevitably censors the 
“slant” in keeping with the pressures of capitalistic 
interdependence. Since our newspapers and radios 
are profit-making enterprises in the main, they are 
subject to the iron-hand dictates of the business ad- 
ministrators. But the cycle of dependence is not 
completed at this point, for the business administra- 
tors are subject to stockholders and thence to the 
buying public. The appeal is to the largest possible 


segment of the masses for the sake of bigger busi- 
ness. The concern is to avoid offending the public 
for it would reflect adversely on business. Pleasing 
the public is interpreted as pr ‘senting the views most 
in keeping with the prejudices and beliefs established. 

Herein we have the functioning of a vicious dic- 
tatorship existing under the label of “democracy.” 
The people become slaves unto themselves through 
the cycle of being dependent upon those who are 
dependent upon them. It is self-tyranny in disguise. 
The overt forms of dictatorship are involved in this 
same deception, to be sure, but in that blatant form 
there is no pretense of liberty and therefore it is 
less devious. Our American plight is that while we 
rise in wrath against the prospect of an external 
and obvious form of dictatorship we succumb the 
more to the actuality of a subtle and internal tyranny 
that is thoroughly diabolical. To know that our 
leaders are avowed dictators is to obey them as pro- 
fessed slaves. But to have them deny themselves to 
be dictators while unconsciously playing this func- 
tion is to pervert democracy and delay proper diag- 
nosis of our cultural malady. 

No one can read our popular press or hear the 
newscasts on the air without getting a uniformity 
of viewpoint which is as pat and sterile as any 
coming through a politically controlled press. Tyran- 
ny is the same in its fruits no matter the camou- 
flage under which it exists. If our censorship is un- 
consciously provided by subtle loyalties, some of 
them involving financial idolatries, it is no less vicious 
and destructive than that imposed by other means. 
To have this kind of tyranny perpetuate itself re- 
quires a huge conspiracy in which the citizens are 
profoundly discouraged about their ability to chal- 
lenge the pressures or are hoodwinked into a spine- 
less conformity while deludedly believing the leader- 
ship to be benevolent. 

Fortunately, there are still organs of opinion in 
this country which challenge and, to some extent, 
counteract the self-commending, white-paper con- 
tentions of the tyrannizing power-press. It is evi- 
dent that this is not a totalitarian country in which 
the press has been subject to the political party in 
power. On many issues, particularly of a domestic 
nature, the popular press has more frequently than 
not been in opposition to the national, political ad- 
ministration. Such opposition would be impossible, 
no doubt, in the governments of the nations pub- 





licized as totalitarian. In the cultivation of this 
American capacity to embrace contrasting opinions 
lies our strength. But the uniformity of viewpoint 
expressed by the commercially powerful popular 
press too nearly resembles the effect of the con- 
trolled press in totalitarian political realms. When 
the American public press and the political ad- 
ministration form an alliance in matters of strategy 
dealing with world problems, there is a compound- 
ing of uniformity in moral blindness and reliance 
upon materialistic resources so sacred to the mun- 
dane. 

This one-sidedness of the popularly accepted 
propaganda in America is symptomatic of a spiritual 
condition which cannot be corrected by a mere dis- 
cussion of freedom of the press. This is a religious 
symptom, this tyranny; it is evidence of a lack of 
faith in Life—in God. It is the inescapable result of 
disbelieving that man is a child of God created in 
the image of God. Without the profound dignifiying 
of man there can be no reliance upon his own re- 
sources. Lack of deep and genuine religious faith 
breeds inferiority feelings which always appear as 
excessive reliance upon non-gods. This is manifested 
in the overt dictatorship as fear of freedom for the 
individual and a seeking of external authority to 
fill the vacuum felt within the unbeliever. The ex- 
ternal authority then becomes a substitute for God. 
All the adoration and _ self-sacrifice which would 
properly be given to the God of reality is proffered 
this idol to the end that a religious zeal characterizes 
this perversity. But disaster is inevitable and God- 
sent. 


This inner self-distrust born of secularism and 
reliance upon non-god will have its symptoms 
wherever it exists. Godlessness may be as prevalent 
in a so-called Christian land as tyranny in a so-called 
land—as outlined above. The hypocrisy of 
claiming ourselves to be God-fearing while in reality 
we are mundane, materialistic and God-doubting is 
more tragic than having a nation label itself atheistic 
and being atheistic. America’s realistic atheism is 
manifest in our self-distrust and is the prerequisite 
for our popular dependence upon non-god which in 
our culture takes a multitude of forms from con- 
ventional acceptance of a tyrannical “free press” to 
a multiplicity of pathological addictions to such as 
drink, drugs and sex. 


free 


In our American apprehension over the tyranny 
of Communism as an external threat we are ration- 
alizing and projecting our genuine anxiety growing 
out of our secularism. Our concerns have been so 
limited and locally centered as to make it impossible 
for us to utilize the eternal resources of God with- 
out disrupting our self-containment. God provides 
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for the love of all mankind and his resources are un- 
usable except for this all-inclusive objective. When 
we misunderstand this inevitable fact and identify 
our loyalties with entities that are not inclusive, there 
is a residue of love and vitality which remains to 
plague us. This unlived life, as we may call it, cannot 
be denied, and it will reveal itself as dangerous and 
diabolical if it is not integrated for universal goals. 

When this inner anxiety comes to the fore in our 
individual and social feeling we are unable, in a 
secular culture, to explain it in theological terms 
as sin necessitating contrition and repentance. But 
we cannot deny the anxiety, for it is real and obvious. 
Yet being rational people we cannot tolerate an 
anxiety that is unexplained. In order to retain our 
semblance of self-sufficiency and self-understanding, 
we rationalize our anxiety in terms of a great outer 
enemy. In our awareness it seems that the enemy 
came first and our anxiety is a post-reaction to the 
enemy. But deeper analysis will disclose that the 
anxiety is first and the enemy is a rationalization 
to account for the otherwise mysterious and un- 
explained fear. This is not to say that the enemy is 
not real, but rather that we are more responsible for 
his enmity than we have realized. 


The prevalence of anxiety in our national make-up 
can be traced readily over the past generation. Our 
national insecurity has been a recurring anxiety 
which we have explained as coming from the ag- 
gressive acts of enemy nations. The First World War 
was fought in a vain effort to allay this anxiety by 
disposing of the outer enemy forever. The insecurity 
returned with increased vigor and the Second World 
War proved equally as vain as the first. The symp- 
tom of anxiety continues to grow in relationship 
with our failure to diagnose its true cause. It is 
with us now in more trenchant form than ever. We 
still would think of it as a problem in secular me- 
chanics whereby we would blast the enemy off the 
globe. 

We fail to behold the spiritual nature of our un- 
preparedness. We vainly believe that the anxiety can 
be reduced by material manipulation. Nothing is 
more illusory. No amount of military prowess and 
dexterity can compensate for our lack of faith in 
God. Our anxiety is increased by this godless show 
of fear and distrust for our predicament is becoming 
more desperate. We throw ourselves ever more 
frantically before our non-gods, but our plight does 
not improve. We seek to cancel the faults of secular- 
ism with more secularism, but we only increase the 
blight. We have rationalized our hunger for God 
as a need for finite-might. 


It is not that we should shun finite-might, but 
rather that we should use it for something less than 
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the absolute means for preserving peace and saving 
humanity. The threat of Russian aggression is not 
illusory and finite-might may help to contain it, but 
it will never provide eternal peace. The battles we 
win through military power will have to be fought 
over and over again until we find our peace in God. 


Until we prove more adept at humility under God 
in this land of America, we shall continue to be 
hounded by tyranny within while vainly proclaim- 
ing to the world how free we are. We shall be 
noted for non-Christian hate and violence while con- 
tending ourselves to be the leading, enlightened, re- 
ligious nation. 

But through all this self-defeating activity, the 
power of God is at work in a mighty and merciful 
way. If we do not have grace to behold our own 
sins within, then we are led into predicaments of 
conflict and disaster wherein our pride and our 
smugness are destroyed. Thus we are divested of the 
greatest barrier to creativity and mutuality. It is 
true that pride begets pride in the early stages of 
relationships, but ultimately pride begets humility as 
God turns all things into their opposites. ‘Pride 
goeth before a fall.” The “fall” is to plunge back 
into the womb from which we may be born again, 
re-created as children of God aware of the divine 
image. 


Revolution in the Near East 
A. L. WARNSHUIS 


RAGMENTARY reports about trouble in Iran, 

Jordan, Israel, Syria, Egypt have alarmed every 
serious reader of newspapers. An outline of the 
whole situation should help us to understand and to 
plan for more than piecemeal alleviation. What are 
the essential factors that inspire the revolution which 
is gathering momentum in the Near East? 


1. Soil, not oil, is the most important, controlling 
factor. The shortage of water reduces the acreage 
of cultivatable land. The so-called “fertile crescent” 
is fertile only in parts. In Egypt ninety-seven pre- 
cent of the country is desert, and five million acres 
must carry a population of almost twenty millions. 
Land-hunger is aggravated by the system of land- 
holding. Most of the people are peasants, working 
for feudal landlords on a share-cropping basis. Too 
often their shares are not enough to keep their fami- 
lies from starving, so that they become hopelessly 


/in debt to the landlords and countless thousands 
} drift to the cities, hunting for work that will keep 





them alive. Of Teheran, it is reported that 200,000 
live in the slum district known as the Pit, crowding 


to suffocation in tunnels, caves and mud huts. There 
is no standard of measurement by which to compare 
their wretchedness with the poverty of any people 
in Europe or America. Even clean water is a luxury. 
Near starvation, high death rates, economic exploi- 
tation, mere existence—this is the pattern of life 
for most of the people in the Near East. 

2. Social change is increasingly demanded. This 
is a hopeful factor, in spite of the dangers of un- 
rest, for until the need is recognized it is hard to 
put even small changes into effect. These lands 
have been backward, poverty-stricken and servile 
because of the paralyzing inertia of fatalism, which 
at long last is being destroyed, slowly but steadily. 
More than one witness testifies to the fact that this 
awakening has been due to a large extent to the 
impact of Protestant Christianity in this whole area 
during the last hundred years. The ancient churches 
are showing an awakening concern for the uplift 
of their people. The leaders, political and intel- 
lectual, who are pioneering in social reconstruction 
are men who have been taught in Christian schools 
and colleges. But the masses are still illiterate, and 
knowledge of the world is abysmal. Women are 
still in bondage. The oligarchs are still in power. 
Imperialism and colonialism are absolutely finished. 
To brand the leaders of reform indiscriminately as 
Communists will drive them into alliance with the 
real Reds. 


3. Religion, not Communism, directs events in the 
Near East perhaps more than in any other part of 
the world. From Pakistan west to the Moroccan 
shores of the Atlantic is a solid belt of Moslems. 
All these peoples have recently united into a World 
Moslem Conference. For centuries the mullahs have 
ruled temporal as well as spiritual affairs. Some 
twenty years ago it seemed that their power in Iran 
was broken by the Shah, who set out to westernize 
his country; but in the last five years the power of 
the mullahs has revived. In Teheran the hungry 
and ragged crowds swarm out of the “Pit” and 
wander in the cool, lovely courtyards of the mosques. 
There they listen to the mullahs describe the joys 
of Paradise which await the true believer, and it is 
no wonder that the power of the clergy increases. 
The fanatical, militant sect, Fidaiyan-Islam, seems 
more powerful than the Shah and all of his govern- 
ment. What is happening in Iran only illustrates 
the growing power of Islam in all these lands. 

4. The re-establishment of Israel has introduced 
a new element of incalculable importance into this 
revolution. What the issue will be no man can tell. 
The Arab peoples are aroused by this victory of 
Israel. Prompted largely by motives of political gain 
in America, governmental forces have responded 








to the appeal for the relief of the persecuted Jews in 
Europe by giving support, often against the advice 
of the better informed Department of State to the 
establishment of the Home in Palestine. In return, 
the world now faces the obstinate and tragic prob- 
lems of the Arab refugees, some 862,000 of whom, 
homeless and destitute, are still alive, but only just 
alive after three years in which only the most meagre 
relief has been given to them by governments and 
voluntary agencies. The survival of Israel will de- 
pend largely upon the financial support that comes 





from America. Who will present fairly the cause of 
the Arabs, and plead for them? 

5. This much condensed summary may help in 
the analysis of the developing problems of the Near 
East. It should also serve to make plain that in 
striving to deal with this upheaval there are no pat 
formulas and no magic keys that will assure peace 
and prosperity. In the next decade in this area of 
the world, the Christian Church, as well as the 
United Nations, faces a challenge that might also 
be a great opportunity. 


The World Church: News and Notes 


Relations Between Copts and Moslems 
In Egypt Clarified 


Egypt (EPS)—Amid the ferment at present prevail- 
ing in Egyptian minds, very widely-differing movements 
are serving to hold together or apart the national and 
religious communities. 


On the one hand, a joint committee has been formed 
in Cairo to promote “harmony and unity” between Mos- 
lems and Copts, the two principal religious communities 
of the country. Its chairman is General Kamel Rizhal- 
lah Bey. It consists of five Copts and five Moslems. The 
Committee has been officially approved by the Coptic 
Patriarch, Amba Yssab II, and by the Sheikh of Azhar. 
Its aim is to prevent the exploiting of the Anglo-Egyp- 
tian conflict by fanatics for the purpose of fostering anti- 
Christian feeling among the people, and to work for a 
better understanding between the Moslem majority and 
the Coptic minority. 

Various political groups have likewise sought to pro- 
mote good will between Christians and Moslems. A 
number of meetings organized to strengthen national 
unity have been attended by Kamel Ysef Saleh, Presi- 
dent of the Council of the Coptic community, and 
Ahmen Hussein, head of the Socialist National move- 
ment, known in the past for his anti-Christian views. 

On the other hand, this same Council of the Coptic 
community has petitioned King Farouk to put an end 
to Government discrimination acainst the Conts—ser- 
mons by Moslem leaders broadcast over the national 
radio whose tone is offensive to Christian feeling, re- 
fusal by national stations to broadcast Coptic religious 
services, etc.—in particular to see that incidents such 
as the recent arson committed against a Coptic church in 
the canal zone are not repeated. 

The new head of the Royal Cabinet, Hafez Afifi 
Pasha, has been sent by King Farouk to the Coptic 
patriarch to present his Sovereign’s apologies for the 
recent acts of violence against the Coptic Church, and to 
assure him that “the King wishes to emphasize that in 
his eyes all Egyptians are equal and should enjoy the 
same rights without discrimination. The King will never 
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allow the Copts to suffer any injustice, since they are 
among his loyal subjects and have long striven for the 
revival of the nation.” 


European Unification Problems 
Discussed by Ecumenical Commission 


Geneva (EPS)—The Ecumenical Commission on Eu- 
ropean Cooperation has just issued a statement entitled 
“Germany and European Cooperation,” presenting the 
agreements and disagreements in its recent discussion 
on the role of Germany in the development of a unified 
Europe, in which a group of well-known German Prot- 
estants participated. The meeting was held in Germany 
on January 25-27. 


Among the “agreements” it is stated: “Under the 
present conditions, the crucial problems of every Euro- 
pean nation are indissolubly bound up with those of the 
other European nations and can only be solved through 
united efforts. No European nation can afford to iso- 
late itself politically, culturally or economically from the 
others.” 


It was also agreed that “it is essential that the sphere 
of the supra-national European institutions be extended 
as quickly and effectively as possible,’ and that “the 
Europe . . . we want to construct is not a Western 
Europe, but a free Europe. There must be room for all 
those to join who at present either cannot or do not wish 
to participate. The reunion of the two still separated 
parts of Germany is essential for permanent peace and 
European community. We fully support the endeavor to 
establish German unity.” 

It was agreed that even if Germany were united it 
could not remain unarmed and neutral during the present 
East-West conflict and that “today effective military de- 
fense is only possible if a united Continental European 
army is created under supra-national leadership.” But 


whether the German Federal Republic should participate 
in such an army. 

Those who rejected German participation in a Euro- 
pean defense force did so because “it would aggravate 
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the present international tension ... , create new social 
problems for Germany (and) for a long time to come, 
if not for ever, it would exclude the possibility of peace- 
ful liberation of the Russian Zone of Germany through 
the creation of one government for the whole of Ger- 
many.” 

Those who regarded the participation of Germany in 
the defense of Europe as indispensable believe that the 
political and economic integration of Europe “implies in 
the present situation a common defense”; and that “the 
creation of a European community is the most effective 
means of combating the danger of a revival of militaris- 
tic and extremist tendencies in Germany. This will take 
away the ground of any nationalism. . . .” 

The report concludes with some suggestions concern- 
ing “Tasks for the Church” as a result of the present 
political situation in Europe and of a possible federation 
of European states. 

The Commission maintains that only through com- 
mon action can the churches perform their function as 
a “watchman among the nations of Europe.” 

The formation of a European army raises the problem 
of conscientious objection of military service in all the 
countries which participate, and the churches are urged 
to “come to agreement about the common demands 
which they must lay before the governments of Europe 
on this point.” 


The development of a European federation requires a 
new type of education for European youth and raises 
problems of reforms in education. It is stated that the 
various European churches should cooperate in this 
realm also if they are to exercise their influence. 


Bible Societies Hold 
First Asia Meeting 


Ootacamund, India (RNS) — Some 100 delegates 
from 17 countries attended a world council and study 
conference of the United Bible Societies here, the first 
meeting of its kind ever held in Asia. 

The meeting was convened at the invitation of the 
Bible Society of India, Pakistan and Ceylon. 


In addition to delegates from the national member so- 
cieties, the conference was attended by agents of all mis- 
sionary Bible Societies, working in Southeast Asia and 
by representatives of the International Missionary Coun- 
cil, the World Council of Christian Education and the 
World Council of Churches. 

Olivier Beguin of Geneva, Switzerland, general sec- 
retary of the United Bible Societies, said that the object 
of the conference was to coordinate the efforts of na- 
tional Bible societies throughout the world. 

Study conference themes included “The New Era in 
Asia and Its Significance for Christians,” “Evangelism 
Through the Bible,” “The Church’s Use of the Bible 
and Its Responsibility for Bible Distribution,” “The 
New Reader: a Challenge and an Opportunity,” and 
“Asia’s Scripture Requirements—a Five-Year Ap- 
praisal.” 

Sir Samuel Ranganathan, a leading Christian of Mad- 


_ tas who was presiding officer of the conference, said that 
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the rapid spread of Communism and other materialistic 
ideologies in India and Southeast Asia gave urgency to 
the organization’s work. 


Anglican Bishop of 
Egypt to Head Ripon Hall 

Cairo (RNS)—The Rt. Rev. Geoffrey Francis Allen, 
Anglican Bishop of Egypt, has accepted an invitation 
to become principal of Ripon Hall, Anglican theological 
school at Oxford. He will leave for England at the end 
of July. 

Bishop Allen said he had been offered the post last 
summer but had delayed his decision while conditions 
in Egypt were so unsettled. 


A graduate of Ripon Hall and its chaplain from 1928 
to 1930, Bishop Allen is returning to a field in which 
he served many years—the training of students for the 
ministry. 

After five years on the Faculty of Theology at Ox- 
ford University, during which time he also was chap- 
lain of Lincoln Theological College, Bishop Allen went 
to China to serve on the staff of Union Theological Col- 
lege in Canton. 

Ripon Hall was founded at Ripon in 1898 by Bishop 
Boyd Carpenter and was moved to Oxford in 1919. 


Thrill of Sending Missionaries Again 
“Overwhelming Experience” for Germany 


Germany (EPS)—The thrill of being once more in a 
position to send their own missionaries abroad is de- 
scribed as an “overwhelming experience” for the German 
churches in an article in the Allgemeine Missionsnach- 
richten (February, 1952). 


For almost a decade Germany has been unable to 
send workers abroad; her former missions have been 
kept operating since the beginning of World War II, 
through ecumenical help. The German churches are de- 
scribed as increasingly anxious to stand on their own 
feet, but still needing ecumenical assistance. 


The report says that the number of volunteers for 
mission assignments is increasing; training centers are 
all full; and “as in the old days, there is a surplus of 
workers; donations for mission work are also showing a 
rise.” But there have been vast changes, the article 
points out, in both the receiving countries and at home in 
Germany during the years since 1939. Better under- 
standing and reciprocity between the churches and mis- 
sionary societies within Germany itself are cited as an 
important lesson learned from the experience. 


Correction 


In the December 10, 1951 issue of Christianity and 
Crisis, we reprinted a quotation by Dr. James W. Fifield, 
Jr. from an address delivered in Whittier, California. 
Dr. Fifield has called our attention to the fact that he 
was misquoted. We have asked Dr. Fifield to send us the 
correct version, but he reports that he is unable to “re- 
construct exactly what I did say at Whittier.” We re- 
gret any injustice that has been done to Dr. Fifield. 
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Puerto Ricans Approve 
New Constitution 


San Juan, P. R. (RNS)—Puerto Ricans approved 
their new “home rule” Constitution by a vote of 373,418 
to 82,473. 

The new charter specifies complete separation of 
Church and State and stipulates that no public property 
or public funds shall be used for the support of demoni- 
national schools. 

However, it decrees that children attending such 
schools shall be entitled to dental and medical treatment 
and other social welfare activities available to public 
school pupils. 

In a statement issued prior to the election, Methodist 
Bishop Charles W. Flint of Washington, D. C., told 
Governor Luis Munoz-Marin that the religious clauses 
of the Constitution were satisfactory not only to the 
Methodist Church but to all the Protestant churches 
working here. 
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The bishop said he had been auhorized to speak for 
the Puerto Rico Evangelical Churches Association. 

The two Roman Catholic Bishops in Puerto Rico also 
issued a pre-election statement, expressing qualified ap- 
proval of the Constitution and urging Catholics to vote 
according to their own views. 


Greek Churches Observe 
Day of Gratitude 
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Athens (RNS)—Seven thousand Orthodox churches VOL. 
throughout Greece observed a Day of Gratitude when —— 
special prayers were offered for all countries, organiza- 
tions and individuals who have helped Greece and her 
people since 1940. 

The observance was ordered by the Holy Synod of * 
the Greek Orthodox Church. Archbishop Spyridon of 
Athens officiated at a service in the Cathedral of Athens 
attended by high Church and State officials. 

The archbishop said that in the present troublous H 
times it was consoling to find “another type of contest O1 
being conducted,” namely that among truly Christian ) that h 
people “in charity and gratitude.” but tl 
war noble rivalry,” he said, “keeps the world in bal | pce 

Following the service Archbishop Spyridon held a re- © sli 
ception and presented American Ambassador John Peu- — we 
rifoy with a diploma and a medal commemorating the — ‘ " 
arrival of the Apostle Paul in Greece. The presentation ' ne ort 
was in recognition of American aid to Greece. thorot 

Other recipients of the honor were: the Ambassadors | the m 
of England, Canada, South Africa, Argentina, Norway, > might 
Sweden, France, Ethiopia, New Zealand and Australia. But a 

Church and welfare groups also received the award,” an irr 
for their aid to Greece. They included the World Coun- > on fai 
cil of Churches, Church World Service, the YMCA, — with | 
International Red Cross and three Roman Catholic wel- — are 
fare organizations. ; 

Other organizations honored included: the Foster i 7 
Parents Plan for Child War Victims, CARE, Greek © charac 
War Relief Association, Near East Foundation, Ameri- — _ thoug! 
can-Save-the-Children-Fund, and International Societies faith, 
for Crippled Children. ) irredu 
Bishop of Chichester Asks S mesa ; 
Large Increase in Ordinations > valuab 

London (RNS)—Thousands of Anglican parishes) confide 
will have neither rector, vicar nor curate before long) or glo 
unless the number of young men offering themselves for” This | 
ordination is “immensely and immediately” increased, ment ; 
according to Dr. George K. A. Bell, Bishop of Chi-! 

» Nov 
chester. , 

“We need a regular supply of 600 new deacons every the on 
year,” Dr. Bell said, “nearly 200 more than were or- that th 
dained in 1951 [15,000].” ‘able p 
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